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The Bala Santhu's costume is of particular interest. His make-up resembles that of a
devout Jangam with 'vibhuti' smeared on his forehead and his shoulders, and with a large
'kumkum' mark. He also wears a 'Perini bontha', a quilt made of different colours and multiple
designs which he adorns in front of him, hanging. He has a bell and a conch to announce
his presence, the bell usually suggesting his presence in the village and the conch when he
approaches a particular house. They sing songs in praise of Siva. They narrate an episode
prevalent in regional circulation of the story of Laxmana visiting Sita and her children to the
accompaniment of the bell and the conch.
It is customary in Telangana areas to invite and honour a Bala Santhu on the day on
which the newly born child Is named. He touches the baby and blesses it, singing songs
from Uttara Ramayanam, Legend goes that Laxmana went to see Sita in this guise, when
she gave birth to Kusa and Lava. His blessing the child, according to popular belief, brings
good health and prosperity to it.
The Bala Santhus are also mendicants and astrologers.
Budabukkala : Budabudakala or Bud a bukkata is a name given to those Bondili Kshatriyas
who play on a small cjamaruka giving the sound of 'bud buduk'. They tour villages and wake
up people early In the morning with their instrument and their singing. They are fortune-tellers
and it is commonly believed that their stay and their visiting the houses bring happiness.
"Amba Paiuku, Jagadamba Paiuku" is the refrain of their songs. They claim that they have
the blessings of Bhetala, the god of the crematorium and know the language of the birds.
The claim is far-fetched, though that brings an authenticity to their fortune-telling. They wear
a black coat and also several clothes on them and always carry an umbrella. Their fearsome
appearance tantalises the village folk.
Both the Pagati Veshagallu and IPTA (Indian People's Theatre Association) have exploited
the form to bring it to contemporary use, Kuchipudi's Pagati Veshalu, a series of role-playing
performances start with 'Buda Bukkala Vesham (role)'.
On the last day of the tour of a village, the buda-bukkala fortune-tellers go to each house
in the village begging alms and clothes.
Pittala Dora (Or Latkor Sab): Pftala Dora in coastal Andhra and LatkdrSab or BudderKhdn
In Telangana are similar both In costume and presentation. It is a form of pure fun in which
a man dressed in imitation of a Britisher ($ab or dora) of yester years, boasts of his exploits
by exaggerating and by promising things of impossible nature.
With Khaki trouser (folded upto knees) and a Khaki shirt, french-cut moustache, a hat
and a wooden gun in his hand, this man is a veritable fun-maker, touring the villages and
collecting aims.
This form has been exploited by Andhra Praja Natya Mandali to condemn the British rule
during the 1943 agitation.